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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 29 April 
2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 29 April 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues on pp. 7-8 that Hiraga fails to teach a supporting case that is 
fixed in a main body case. The examiner disagrees, despite the discussion during the 
interview on 17 April 2009. The examiner's position is based on the limited recitation of 
structural features of both the supporting case and the main body case, coupled with 
the limited recitation of the structural and spatial relationship of the claimed supporting 
case and main body case, which limited recitations of features leads one to a broad 
interpretation of how the supporting case is "fixed in" the main body case. In addition, a 
more careful reading of Hiraga shows that Hiraga teaches a casing (1, Figs. 1-3) and a 
separate cover (3, Figs 1-3), the cover "vertically slidably mounted on the casing (1) at 
its central portion to conceal belt feed wheels" (col. 2, II. 36-37). While the clarity of the 
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drawings of Hiraga may be lacking, particularly with regard to which components are the 
casing and the cover, this passage in the written description appears to teach that the 
printing belts of Hiraga are contained within the casing, which is then "fixed in" a cover. 
That is, as the cover 3 slides on the casing 1 , it appears that at least some portion of the 
case 1 is slidably fixed in the cover 3. This would appear to teach the limitation recited 
in claim 12 of the instant application, "a supporting case fixed in a main body case, the 
supporting case having a movable print body disposed therein" as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 12 below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought 
to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hiraga et al., US 4,970,952 A (hereinafter Hiraga) in view of Bengtsson, US 
4,858,526 A (hereinafter Bengtsson) and Machinery's Handbook, 26 th Edition. 

a. Regarding claim 12: 

Hiraga teaches a stamp comprising: a first face (25, Fig. 2); a second print face 
for forming a print image on said stamping object by synthesizing with the print image of 
said first print face (10, Fig. 2); and a damper member that presses said first print face 
so that said first print face in a stamping direction is projected more than said second 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,646 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2854 

print face in the stamping direction with elasticity at the time of no stamping and is 
compressed so that said first print face and said second print face are matched with 
each other with a reaction force applied to said first print face from said stamping object 
at the time of stamping (damper member 25a keeps the first face proud of the second 
until compressed, when first and second faces are even and second face produces a 
print, Fig. 2); and a supporting case (1, Fig. 2) fixed in a main body case (3, Fig. 2), the 
supporting case having a movable print body disposed therein (10, Fig. 2), wherein said 
supporting case has a collar having a plane parallel to a direction perpendicular to the 
stamping direction at a portion that said damper member makes contact with (see 
unlabeled collar on item 1 that contacts the upper portion of spring 25a, Figs. 1 and 2). 

Hiraga does not teach wherein the first face is a first print face for forming a print 
image on a stamping object; an entire mating surface of the damper member mates with 
a planar mating surface of the collar. The ends of the spring 25a appear to be 
unground. 

Bengtsson teaches a first print face for forming a print image on a stamping 
object (3, Fig. 6); a second print face for forming a print image on said stamping object 
by synthesizing with the print image of said first print face (20, Fig. 3); and wherein said 
first print face and said second print face are matched with each other at the time of 
stamping (both faces stamp an image on the substrate, col. 2, II. 44-48). The first print 
face is advantageous for printing the name of a company or the designation of a place 
(col. 2, II. 45-46), and the second for printing a date (col. 2, 1. 48). 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Hiraga such that the first face is a first print face for 
forming a print image, as taught by Bengtsson, because one having ordinary skill in the 
art would recognize that this combination would predictably allow the device of Hiraga to 
print additional information, such as the name of a company or the designation of a 
place. 

Machinery's Handbook teaches that it is well known in the art that compression 
springs may have either ground or unground ends (Fig. 12, p. 298), and that springs 
with ground ends are capable of standing upright (pp. 297-298). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Hiraga to use a spring with ground ends, because 
one having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this substitution of elements 
well-known in the art would predictably provide a spring member with planar mating 
surfaces, thereby allowing the spring to stand on its own, and providing mating surface 
with greater contact area. 

b. Regarding claim 13, the combination of Hiraga, Bengtsson, and Machinery's 
Handbook teaches the stamp according to claim 12, as discussed in the rejection of 
claim 12 above. The combination of Hiraga, Bengtsson, and Machinery's Handbook 
also teaches wherein a length over which said damper member is capable of stretching 
in the stamping direction when not compressed is larger than a length over which said 
first print face is projected with respect to said second print face at the time of no 
stamping (Hiraga: the spring 25a, when not compressed, extends first face 25 beyond 
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second face 10, and when compressed, allows second face 10 to be even with first face 
25, Fig. 2; col.3, II. 40-50). 

c. Regarding claims 14 and 19, the combination of Hiraga, Bengtsson, and 
Machinery's Handbook teaches the stamp according to claims 13 and 12, respectively, 
as discussed in the rejection of claims 13 and 12 above. The combination of Hiraga, 
Bengtsson, and Machinery's Handbook also teaches a movable print body fixed on a 
main body case and in which a plurality of said second print faces are provided 
protrudedly along the outside face of a belt supported movably (Hiraga: 10, Fig. 2); and 
a fixed print body provided movably in the stamping direction with respect to the main 
body case (Bengtsson, 3, Fig. 1), having an exposure hole (Hiraga: 25b, Fig. 2) for 
exposing one of said second print faces of said movable print body out of the main body 
case and having said first print face for forming a single print image by synthesizing with 
a print image of said second print face exposed from the exposure hole, wherein said 
damper member is provided between said movable print body and said fixed print body 
such that it always keeps contact therewith (Hiraga: damper 25a is between first face 25 
and movable print body 10, Fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is 571 .272.2864. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571 .272.2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
13 July 2009 



/Jill E. Culler/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



